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EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION CHAPTER 648

THlS MONTH’S MEETING

Chapter Home at Longmont Airport
September 13th, 7:00 PM

September 2004

Shortly after takeoff on a warm, pre-dawn de-
parture from La Cross, WI we contacted MSP
center. Twenty seconds after the usual, “radar
contact,” we heard,

“Attention all aircraft, this controller position
will no longer be manned.” In our cockpit
there was a sudden sober silence. Still stunned,
it was several seconds later when a woman’s voice
announced, “That was not funny.”

Hello EAA648!,

This week I just got two notes about aviation events that
are the the kind of event I really like. First there was the
2nd National Radial Engine Exhibition. This is a one day
event that focuses on historical aviation issues to educate
and get the public involved. The second is from a group
called Wing Nuts out in Kansas. Chapter 1364 and other
Kansas chapters are hosting a state wide event and
extended a welcome to Colorado chapters.  You can
look these events up on the events page at our web site:
http://www.eaa648.org/ and select events.

From another direction EAA is really excited about the
new Sport Pilot and Light Sport Aircraft regulations
conning out of the FAA. At the chapter picnic several
people were talking about it. Some mentioned that there
may be a loophole in the regulation that may prohibit
people who have lost their medical. If anyone can
address in more depth at a chapter meeting it may be a
worthwhile discussion. I had not been watching the LSA
too closely but many anticipate great things from the LSA
effort. It may be too early to tell if it will be the perfect
stepping stone for people to get into aviation or if it will
draw  people away from GA (General Aviation). I seem
to recall that the great decline in GA in the ’70s corre-
sponded to the rise of FAA Part 103 ultralights.

On the other hand, anyone who has bought a computer
and particularly a laptop notices how the proportioning
of prices and features tends to move a potential buyer up
the scale. Each step up in price seems to be easy to
justify as the features often seem to grow faster. Before
long you are at the top of the line and wonder how you
managed to buy a machine that costs twice as much as
the one you walked in the door and were planning to
purchase.

Our September program will be on weather, whether
we want it or not.  There is always something to be
learned from our local experts.  We’ll have pictures
and weather words.  It should be very educational.
 

In aviation there has not been quite as good a transition to
private pilot. The part 103 was not quite applicable and the
recreational pilots license was too close to a private ticket
to be very interesting. The Sport Pilot License may be a
better position to encourage more people from the general
public to take up flying. One way or the other we should
have a better picture this time next year.

Best Regards
Tony Dean

Unless Location & Time is published
elsewhere in this newsletter,

Meetings: 2nd Monday of the month at 7 PM
 The Leyner’s Hangar at
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This Newsletter is published by EAA Chapter 648 for the use, education and enjoyment of chapter members and to other interested persons to whom it is
provided. Chapter and national events, news of members, member activities and general aviation items of general interest to the membership are included.
Editorial content is the opinion of the contributor and does not necessarily reflect the position of chapter 648, its officers nor the EAA. No claim is made
for the technical accuracy of material presented. Submission for publication in this Newsletter are encouraged and should be sent to the attention of the editor.

Contributions to the Newsletter are appreciated.
The deadline for contributions to the  next Newsletter is

Friday, October 2nd
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Bush Pilot Syndrome T ackled...

Alaska has always led the nation in per capita avia-
tion crashes and fatalities and, for the most part,
with good reasons like awful weather, poor nav
aids and primitive airports. Some technical advances
(and some pretty expensive ones at that) like the
Capstone project and the installation of lighting and
weather sensing equipment at its many far-flung
airports have done their share to make Alaska,
technically speaking, at least, a safer place to fly.
But those working on reducing the state’s still-ob-
noxious GA accident rate say there’s a problem
that the best GPS or brightest runway light can’t
overcome. They call it Bush Pilot Syndrome. It
seems there are those who feel that more than a
few who fly for a living in Alaska have seen too
many movies. Oozing machismo and bravado, they
take chances (not only with their own lives but
those of others) that would appall many other pi-
lots. “There’s a mystique about Alaska and some
people feel they have to live up to certain legends,”
Jerry Dennis, executive director of the Medallion
Foundation, told Associated Press. The founda-
tion runs safety programs for pilots, including one
recently opened to private pilots. To qualify for
one of Medallion’s safety shields, air carriers must
undergo rigorous safety and risk assessment
courses and show competency in five key areas of
flight safety. So far, only two of Alaska’s 40 air
carriers enlisted in the program have earned the
shields. In addition to Medallion’s programs, there’s
a government-subsidized effort that provides free
simulator time to pilots. The emphasis on profes-
sionalism may be working as accident rates seem
to be dropping. The FAA and Medallion folks are
now trying to reach the many recreational pilots
(one in 59 Alaskans is a pilot) with the same mes-
sage. However, Dennis said the main problem with
private pilots is currency as many only fly at cer-
tain times of the year for hunting and fishing trips

...Other Aberrations......Other Aberrations......Other Aberrations......Other Aberrations......Other Aberrations...

Now, Alaska doesn’t have a monopoly on ques-
tionable pilot decision making. The NTSB found

Oh yeah - The lazy, hazy days of summer-----Oh yeah - The lazy, hazy days of summer-----Oh yeah - The lazy, hazy days of summer-----Oh yeah - The lazy, hazy days of summer-----Oh yeah - The lazy, hazy days of summer-----
------------------------------ Sorry, I was just daydreaming at my keyboard
thinking about our lovely EAA 648 picnic at Earl

Boltons place in Eldora.

Seriously, though - all of
us that showed up at this
annual affair certainly had a
good time, good food and
lots of good beer. The
weather was outstanding

and the air at 8000 feet was
mother natures airconditioning,
a nice change from our usual
“Hangar Flying Picnic”.  It had
been a couple of years since I was
last up in Elodra at the ski area for

some
skiing with European family
members. I have always enjoyed
the drive up there. As amatter
of  fact Monika and I actually
parked at the reservoir in
Nederland for an hour or so on
the way back home to watch all

the folks fish. Sure was nice and relaxing. Looking forward
to next years outing.(Ed.)



  One Man, Two JetOne Man, Two JetOne Man, Two JetOne Man, Two JetOne Man, Two Jet
Engines, One Nine-Engines, One Nine-Engines, One Nine-Engines, One Nine-Engines, One Nine-
Foot WingFoot WingFoot WingFoot WingFoot Wing

...Three months ago. A Swissair
Airbus pilot has added a whole
new meaning to the phrase “Gotta jet.” Yves Rossy
says he spent four minutes swooping over the Bex in
western Switzerland (in horizontal flight) attached to
a three-meter carbon wing with two miniature jet en-
gines attached. Controls include ailerons, plus a
mechanism to move the entire wing fore and aft on
his back. According to his Web site, the flight(s) (three
that day) occurred June 24 and began at more than
12,000 feet with a jump and a horizontal cruise por-
tion at roughly 5,000 feet (OK, we’re still working
on the translation). But for some reason he waited
until last week to tell the media. Maybe he was still
shaking too much. (Maybe he was waiting on paper-
work from the patent office.) With the 40-kg car-
bon-fiber wings attached, Rossy jumped from a Pilatus
Porter and hit the ignition, waited thirty seconds for
the engines to stabilize and hit the throttle. He claims
to have flown horizontally at about 112 mph for the
four minutes at roughly 5,000 feet, shutting the en-
gines down due to strong turbulence with half the fuel
still in tanks. He then folded teh wings and landed by
parachute. Rossy’s already at work on his next
project, a jet-powered set of wings that he can launch
from the ground. And just to prove he really has stars
in his eyes, Rossy told the Daily Mirror he sees po-
tential for the contraption in Hollywood. “It would be
a great device for James Bond so he can go behind

“Howdy, partner - I’m with the
FAA and I’m here to help you!!”

that pilot Robert A. Monaco, of Lexington, Mass.,
had a cocktail of very potent drugs in his system when
the Beech B200 he was flying hit a building a mile
short of the Fitchburg (Mass.) Municipal Airport on
April 4, 2003. He died in the crash along with five of
the other six people on board. But the final report
also sheds light on some disturbing details about the
pilot’s medical history. Monaco had the prescription
drugs imipramine and carbamazepine in his system at
the time. The NTSB noted that imipramine is an anti-
depressant that has “detrimental effects on driving skills
and other cognitive functions” and carbamazepine has
“measurable impairment of performance on a variety
of psychomotor tests.” He didn’t have a prescription
for the morphine that was also in his system. Accord-
ing to the NTSB, Monaco had “an extensive medical
history” that included “episodes of not knowing where
he is” and a bout with viral meningitis. The report said
he didn’t tell his FAA flight medical examiner any of
it, but at least one doctor who had examined Mo-
naco for abscesses on his arm knew he was a pilot
and warned him against flying until the abscesses had
been treated.

Court Takes Airplane In PleaCourt Takes Airplane In PleaCourt Takes Airplane In PleaCourt Takes Airplane In PleaCourt Takes Airplane In Plea
BargainBargainBargainBargainBargain

For Alaska pilot Bob Logan, his Super Cub is quite
literally his ticket to freedom, according to the An-
chorage Daily News. In what can only be described
as an unusual plea arrangement, Logan, a former
Fairbanks assemblyman, college professor as well as
bootlegger and drug runner has turned the plane over
to the State in exchange for a lighter sentence. In ex-
change for the plane, Logan has been guaranteed he’ll
spend a maximum of nine months in jail for using the
plane to take booze and , allegedly, drugs to Barrow,
a community (known as a damp village) that heavily
restricts the sale of alcohol. Logan didn’t always ex-
port his wares, however. He also pleaded no contest
to drug trafficking charges in his hometown of
Fairbanks and could face up to two years in jail for
that charge. In the meantime, there could be a Super
Cub for sale by the State of Alaska, presumably after
a thorough cleaning.

“In the event of a sudden loss of cabin pressure,
masks will descend from the ceiling. Stop screaming,
grab the mask, and pull it over your face. If you have
a small child traveling with you, secure your mask
before assisting with theirs. If you are traveling with
more than one small child, pick your favorite.”

EAA Chapter 648 Newsletter
Haiko Eichler, Editor
18680 WCR 3
Berthoud CO 80513

First Class Mail
U.S.Postage

PAID
Longmont CO 80501

Permit #68

FOR SALE
First Class Mail

Engines: IO-360 (200 hp), O-360 (180 hp), O-320 (160 hp), 0 time SMOH
with accessories call
Jim McNitt- 970-886-2085

For Sale: 1 CUB wheel, 1 Cub jack screw assy., 1 set 600X6 wheels &
brakes. Complete O-470-L engine,  3000 hrs., bad cam, $2800
Call Del 970-532-2768

F o r S a l e
towbar, landing light,yellow tagged altimeter, 0-320 starter,
rotating beacon, Aeronca gas tanks, and other misc Aeronca
parts
at hangar 32a, Longmont Airport, or call Dean
Hollenbaugh @ 303 -442-4198


